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Visualizing Taxi Trips in Berlin
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Like in all metropolises Taxis are a popular way to get around Berlin. Compared to other big cities they are relatively
cheap and of course they play an important role in Berlin‘s vibrant nightlife. We picked three days in early 2014 and vi-
sualized the taxi routes over a period of 24 hours. At first we show the first Saturday of the renowned Club Transmediale,
which takes place in different locations across Berlin. The second day is a Sunday with lots of nightlife traffic from night
before. Lastly a regular weekday is shown.

Apart from rather obvious observations, like more traffic on weekends and lots of taxis going to and coming from the air-
ports, other things become apparent. Berlin is often divided into the area inside and outside the S-Bahn circle line. Inside
the ring is where most of the clubs are located and outside of the ring you will find mostly residential and some industri-
al areas. It becomes clear that outside of the ring there is still a lot of taxi traffic in western Berlin (especially in the well-
off south-west), whereas in the eastern part less people seem to be taking a cab.

As data source we chose myTaxi, an online service and app for ordering a cab. Part of the service is a map showing the
exact location of vacant taxis. As we did need to visualize the actual rides, we had to invert the data. Every taxi has an ID
in the system and when a taxi gets occupied, its ID disappears from the map (Point A - ride origin). When it gets vacant

again, the ID pops up somewhere else on the map (Point B - ride destination). As connecting A to B would only give us a
straight line and not a path through the streets, we used the HERE‘s Routing API to calculate the most reasonable route.

Tuesday, January 28th, 2014
0:00 AM-11:59 PM

0:.00-11:59 PM

200 500 4:.00 500 6:00 /.00 8:.00 9.00 10.00 11:00



